
1 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 CECS 5040 Online Design and Pedagogy (3 credit hours)
 There will be NO face-to-face campus meetings for this course. Communication will consist

primarily of asynchronous discussion postings. Some online synchronous meetings will be
scheduled at specific times/dates with student input.

Course Authors 
Dr. Cathleen Norris, Regents Professor 
I began at UNT as an Assistant Professor in the Computer Science Department in the College of Arts and 
Sciences and, with some of my colleagues, was talked into leaving that department and creating the 
Computer Education and Cognitive Systems Department in the College of Education. That Department 
morphed into the Learning Technologies Department in the College of Information and this is a great 
place to be. 

For the past 10 or 12 years my research interest has been all about mobile technologies and what we 
can do with them. I am currently working on a Qualcom grant in Singapore where we have been giving 
grade 3 children smartphones 24/7 and giving their teachers (science originally and now English) a 
complete newly redesigned curriculum that enables the children to learn all of the core competencies so 
that they do swimmingly well (as compared to their classmates in the same classes using traditional 
curriculum) on their national exams. I will be going to Singapore twice this semester to work with the 
children and their teachers. 

I recently wrote a proposal with my research colleague from the University of Michigan to NSF for funds 
to redesign some US curriculum so that teachers can use technologies in their classrooms without 
having to go searching for materials that enable the children to do things to learn that they were not 
able to do with their traditional, didactic, pencil and paper curriculum. The model changes from “I 
Teach” to “We Learn” where the burden is no longer on the teacher to be the fount of all knowledge, 
but rather he or she can be the person who mediates, guides and helps the students fit the information 
into their social norms. 

Besides my work, I have a husband, son, daughter-in-law, 2 dogs, a cat and all the trappings that go 
along with all of those things. I’m excited about this semester and I look forward to learning more about 
all of you and learning from each of you as the course progresses. 

Dr. Robert Wright is a Lecturer in the  Learning Technologies Department at the University of North
Texas. He received his doctoral degree in Learning Technologies from UNT. His research interests focus 
on improving student-instructor interaction in technology-based learning environments. His career in 
technology and training has included work as an instructional television producer/director, community 
college instructor, video transfer lab manager, media director, textbook production manager, and 
quality development manager.

Course Pre-requisites, Co-requisites, and/or Other Restrictions 
No pre-requisites. 

CECS 5040: Online Design and Pedagogy 

http://courseweb.unt.edu/llin/index.html
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Materials – Text, Readings, and Supplemental Readings 
No required textbooks. 

Course Description/Purpose 
The purpose of this course is to introduce technologies and sound pedagogies that are used to conduct 
effective online, blended learning and massive open online courses (MOOCs). The benefits and 
limitations of face-to-face, online, blended learning, and MOOC formats will be discussed. Technologies 
such as social media and mobile applications as well as pedagogical concepts such as self-paced, self- 
directed, Computer-Based Instruction (CBI), and Computer-Assisted Instruction (CAI) will be introduced. 

Format 
The course will be offered 100% online in 8-week format using Blackboard Learn accessed through 
standard web browsers. Each week will be scheduled with a beginning and ending date, with multiple 
activities assigned and due within each week. All students will participate, collaborate and progress 
together within each scheduled week. 

Learning Expectations 
In order to learn the important concepts, theories and people, the students will be asked to be active 
learners and take initiative to conduct research and share resources. Students will also be asked to 
examine their readings and resources critically. 

Goals and Objectives 
At the end of this course students will be able to successfully: 

 G.1. Obtain a good understanding of benefits and limitations of different learning formats including
face-to-face, online, blended, and MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses).

O.1. Reflect on personal experiences with each of the major learning formats 
O.2. Become familiar with examples of each of the major learning formats 

 G.2. Acquire a good understanding of the sound pedagogies for online, blended learning, and
MOOCs.

O.1. Become familiar with the pedagogies underlying online and blended learning 
O.2. Become familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of online and blended learning. 

 G.3. Obtain knowledge of technologies available for online, blended learning, and MOOCs.
O.1. Become familiar with major learning platforms (e.g. Blackboard, Moodle, Sakai) and various 
technologies (e.g. cloud based vs. local, mobile vs. stationary) used to implement the major 
learning platforms 
O.2. Become familiar with strengths and weaknesses of different technologies for online and 
blended learning 

 G.4. Understand the roles that social media and mobile technologies play in online learning
O.1. Become familiar with social media used for online learning 
O.2. Become familiar with mobile applications for online learning 

 G.5. Develop the skills to assess students’ learning in online, blended learning, and MOOC format.
O.1. Become familiar with different assessments for different learning formats 
O.2. Obtain critical thinking in analyzing effective and alternative assessments 

 G.6. Explore future direction in online learning
O.1. Obtain critical thinking skill to analyze effective pedagogies for learning as technology 
changes 
O.2. Obtain critical thinking skill to analyze technologies to facilitate learning to meet learners’ 
needs 
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COURSE COMMUNICATIONS 
In this class, we will use online discussions to discuss concepts and topics found in the coursework. 
Remember to use the proper rules of netiquette when on the forum. There is a real person reading your 
posts on the other end of the internet connection, so please be respectful in your responses even when 
you disagree. 

Resources regarding netiquette: 

 http://www.ic.sunysb.edu/Class/che326ff/discussion_board/etiquette.pdf .
 http://online.uwc.edu/technology/etiquette .

ASSESSMENT & GRADING 
In most cases, students will receive feedback on their course projects and assignments within 72 hours 
of the posted due date. If feedback cannot be provided within this timeframe, the instructor will notify 
students when they should expect to see feedback. Grades will be determined as follows: 

Grade 
Points 

Assignments Details 

42 Discussions on readings 
and resources provided 

2 points for the introduction 
5 points for each forum, with a total of 8 forums 

56 Exploration, experiment, 
design, and report 

8 points for each completed experiment/design or 
report 

2 Outstanding engagement 
and excellence 

2 points for outstanding engagement and excellence 
throughout the term 

Total = 100 points 

Grading Scale 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

Below 60 F 

Late Work Information 
All course-related assignments are expected to be submitted on time. There will be a 5% per day 
deduction in point value for work turned in late (for up to four days), unless the student has made 
prior arrangements with the instructor. After four days, the assignment will receive no credit. Late 
discussion forum postings will not receive any credit.

Incomplete Grade Information 
The department complies with university policy regarding the assignment of an Incomplete Grade in any 
course. Please see http://registrar.unt.edu/grades/incompletes for information. Per UNT policy, a grade 
of Incomplete can only be awarded to a student who is 1) passing the course and 2) has a justifiable and 
documented reason, beyond the control of the student, for not completing the course work on 
schedule. Notification and submission of documentation must be provided to the instructor at the time 
of the emergency. 

http://www.ic.sunysb.edu/Class/che326ff/discussion_board/etiquette.pdf
http://online.uwc.edu/technology/etiquette
http://registrar.unt.edu/grades/incompletes
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Turnitin Notice 
Students may be required to submit written assignments for this class to Turnitin, a web-based 
plagiarism detection service. If your instructor requires you to use this service, please remove your title 
page and other personal information prior to submitting your assignment to Turnitin. 

COURSE EVALUATION 
Students will be asked to complete the SETE evaluation found at my.unt.edu at the end of the semester. 

SCHOLARLY EXPECTATIONS 
Student Conduct and Academic Integrity 
All works submitted for credit must be original works created by the scholar uniquely for the class. It is 
considered inappropriate and unethical, particularly at the graduate level, to make duplicate 
submissions of a single work for credit in multiple classes, unless specifically requested by the 
instructor. Work submitted at the graduate level is expected to demonstrate higher-order thinking skills 
and be of significantly higher quality than work produced at the undergraduate level. You are 
encouraged to become familiar with the university's Student Standards of Academic Integrity policy: 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 

Of particular interest are the following terms: 

 Cheating – intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or
study aids in any academic exercise. The term academic exercise includes all forms of work
submitted for credit or hours.

 Plagiarism – the deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, or statements of another
person as one’s own without acknowledgement.

 Fabrication – intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or
citation in an academic exercise.

 Facilitating academic dishonesty – intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help
another to violate a provision of the institutional code of academic integrity.

Copyright Notice 
Some or all of the materials on this course Web site may be protected by copyright. Federal copyright 
law prohibits the reproduction, distribution, public performance, or public display of copyrighted 
materials without the express and written permission of the copyright owner, unless fair use or another 
exemption under copyright law applies. Additional copyright information may be located at: 
http://copyright.unt.edu/. 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 Blackboard Learn: https://bbsupport.unt.edu/TechnicalRequirements

 Computer and Internet Literacy: http://www.independence.edu/computer-literacy/

 Headset/Microphone (if required for synchronous chats)

 Word Processor
 Presentation software

 Working email account (make sure you have accessed your UNT Eagle Connect email and
forwarded your mail from there)

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://copyright.unt.edu/
http://www.independence.edu/computer-literacy/
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ACCESS/NAVIGATION/RESOURCES 
Access and Log in Information 
This course was developed and is facilitated utilizing the University of North Texas’ Learning 
Management System, Blackboard Learn. To get started with the course, please go to: 
https://learn.unt.edu. 

You will need your EUID and password to log in to the course. If you do not know your EUID or have 
forgotten your password, please go to: http://ams.unt.edu. 

Student Resources 
As a student, you will have access to: 

 Student Orientation via Blackboard Learn. It is recommended that you become familiar with the
tools and tutorials within the Orientation to better equip you in navigating the course.

 Blackboard’s On Demand Learning Center for Students
(http://ondemand.blackboard.com/students.htm) and Blackboard Help for Students
(https://help.blackboard.com/) It is recommended that you become familiar with the tools and
tutorials to better equip you to navigate the course.

Being a Successful Online Student 
 What Makes a Successful Online Student?

(http://www.ion.uillinois.edu/resources/tutorials/pedagogy/StudentProfile.asp)
 Self-Evaluation for Potential Online Students

(http://www.ion.uillinois.edu/resources/tutorials/pedagogy/selfEval.asp)

Student Support 
The University of North Texas provides student technical support in the use of Blackboard and 
supported resources. The student help desk may be reached at: 
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu 
Phone: 940.565-2324 
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 
Online: http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/ 

Regular hours are maintained to provide support to students. Please refer to the website 
(http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/hours.htm) for updated hours. 

This course depends on technology for its delivery. UNT is committed to providing a reliable online 
course system to all users. When a UNT system is unavailable or down, students should immediately 
communicate with the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk to report the issue. If the 
technology failure is local to the student and impacts his/her ability to submit an assignment or 
complete a quiz on time, the student should contact the instructor during the outage as soon as 
convenient using e-mail (if available on another device), text message (if available), or phone to request 
an opportunity to make up the work. Instructors will use their judgment on how best to resolve any 
technology issues in the course. 

Additional Resources 
 UNT Portal: http://my.unt.edu

 UNT Library Information for Off-Campus Users: http://www.library.unt.edu/services
 UNT Computing and Information Technology Center:

http://citc.unt.edu/services-solutions/students

https://learn.unt.edu/
http://ams.unt.edu/
http://ondemand.blackboard.com/students.htm
https://help.blackboard.com/
http://www.ion.uillinois.edu/resources/tutorials/pedagogy/StudentProfile.asp
http://www.ion.uillinois.edu/resources/tutorials/pedagogy/selfEval.asp
mailto:helpdesk@unt.edu
http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/
http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/hours.htm
http://my.unt.edu/
http://www.library.unt.edu/services
http://citc.unt.edu/services-solutions/students
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 Computer Labs:
General access computer lab information (including locations and hours of operation) can be
located at: http://www.gacl.unt.edu/

UNT POLICIES 
Student Conduct and Discipline 
You are encouraged to become familiar with the University Student Code of Conduct maintained by the 
Dean of Students in the Office of Student Affairs: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct. 

ADA Policy 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) 
to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter 
to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You 
may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be  
provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students 
must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty 
member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of 
accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to 
ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the 
student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

Add/Drop Policy 
The department adheres to the add/drop schedule established and published by the UNT Office of the 
Registrar. See the registration calendar for information 
(http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/registration-guides-by-semester). 

Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses: 
Federal Regulation 
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online 
courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at http://www.ecfr.gov. 

The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at "Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f) 
(6) (i) (G)” and can be found buried within this document: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get- 
cfr.cgi?TITLE=8&PART=214&SECTION=2&TYPE=TEXT 

The paragraph reads: 
(G) For F–1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of 
one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the 
full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not 
require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to 
completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally 
through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, 
cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F–1 student's course 
of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to 
count toward a student's full course of study requirement. 

University of North Texas Compliance 
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage 
in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in 
advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an 

http://www.gacl.unt.edu/
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://registrar.unt.edu/registration/registration-guides-by-semester
http://www.ecfr.gov/
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-cfr.cgi?TITLE=8&amp;PART=214&amp;SECTION=2&amp;TYPE=TEXT
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-cfr.cgi?TITLE=8&amp;PART=214&amp;SECTION=2&amp;TYPE=TEXT
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on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this 
course. 

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 
(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one 
week of the start of the course. 
(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a 
notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. ISSS has a form available that you 
may use for this purpose. 

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his 
or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact 
the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email 
internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline. 

mailto:internationaladvising@unt.edu


Robert D. Wright                                                   robert.wright@unt.edu 
230 Winfield Drive                                                                                                                 (817) 975-8046  
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087  
 
EXPERIENCE                                                                                  
                                                           

Lecturer, Department of Learning Technologies 
University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
Lead undergraduate-, graduate-, and doctoral-level online courses in Learning Technologies and Educational Computing. 
Have conducted courses in Moodle, Blackboard, and Canvas environments. Courses that I have taught include: 

• LTEC 3440 Introduction to Instructional Technology 
• CECS 5030 Foundations of Learning Technologies    
• CECS 5110 Multimedia in Technology Applications     
• CECS 5111 Introduction to Video Technology/LTEC 4210 Digital Multimedia in Education and Training  
• CECS 5420 / LTEC 3260 Web Authoring 
• CECS 5510 Technology Based Learning Environments 
• CECS 5610 Analysis of Research in Educational Technology 
• CECS 5800 Online Design and Pedagogy           
• CECS 6010 Theories and Foundational Readings in Instructional and Learning Technologies 
• CECS 6020 Advanced Instructional Design: Models and Strategies 

 
Associate Graduate Faculty, Department of Learning Technologies 
University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
Provided supervised guidance to distributed doctoral students in all phases of the students’ application to the program, 
coursework, dissertation, and professional development.  
 

Adjunct Faculty, Department of Learning Technologies 
University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
Lead undergraduate-, graduate-, and doctoral-level online courses in Learning Technologies and Educational Computing. 
Have conducted courses in Moodle, Blackboard, and Schoology environments. Courses that I have taught include: 

• LTEC 3440 Introduction to Instructional Technology 
• CECS 5110 Multimedia in Technology Applications         
• CECS 5111 Introduction to Video Technology/LTEC 4210 Digital Multimedia in Education and Training 
• CECS 5200 New Technologies of Instruction           
• CECS 6010 Theories and Foundational Readings in Instructional and Learning Technologies 
• CECS 6210 Theory and Design of Interactive Multimedia Systems           
• CECS 6512 Analysis of Qualitative Research in Learning Technologies 

 

Manager, Media Services  
UNT Health Science Center, Fort Worth, Texas 
Provided leadership to eight FTE in a hybrid state-funded/cost recovery environment; delivered creative and technical 
services in the areas of graphic arts, digital printing, high-speed duplication, photography, wide-format printing, video and 
multimedia production and disc duplication. Managed an annual operating budget of $750,000. Developed annual strategic 
plans. Performed running budget projections and metrics reporting and analysis. 

Director, Biomedical Communications; Associate Director, Biomedical Communications  
UNT Health Science Center, Fort Worth, Texas 
Provided leadership to 14 FTE staff who performed highly technical and creative tasks in classroom technology, copier 
administration, graphic arts, photography, print services, media production, distance learning, and engineering and 
instrumentation. 
 

mailto:robert.wright@unt.edu


Lead the development of annual and long-term Biomedical Communications strategy, metrics and action plans. Introduced 
four-color digital printing operations to replace two-color offset printing. Served as primary institutional resource on 
applications of biomedical communications. Managed an annual operating budget of $1,100,000. 

 

Quality Development Manager  
Cockrell Printing, Fort Worth, Texas  
Directed an in-house program and created process improvement teams that reduced $247,000 in annual spoilage by 67% 
within a three-year period. Developed a database to identify and track production spoilage incidents and trends. Planned 
production, material, and vendor requirements for printing jobs. Developed in-house and outsource production schedules. 

 

Production Manager; Media Coordinator 
Dryden Press, Harcourt Brace College Publishers, Fort Worth, Texas 
Directed the development and production of printed, electronic, and audio-visual materials. Scheduled manufacturing with 
vendors. Solicited bids and awarded purchases. Coordinated the efforts between in-house marketing and production groups. 
 
Assistant Store Manager; Darkroom Department Manager  
Barry's Camera & Video, Dallas, Texas 
Oversaw hiring, training, scheduling, and customer service of a staff of over 20 employees. Planned floor displays, store 
layouts, promotional and sales programs. Taught semi-monthly photography classes. 
 
Instructional Television Producer/Director  
Navarro College, Corsicana, Texas 
Developed, produced and directed instructional videos and informational cable productions. Helped develop and implement 
the Television Production curriculum. Taught Television Production and Photography for Video. 

 
Improved output from less than two completed productions per month to an average of two per week. Initiated staff 
development program for administrative and creative employees; assisted in the instructional design and produced 
developmental studies modules. Initiated distributed learning program over local cable television outlet. 

 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

University of North Texas, Denton, Texas 
       Ph.D., Learning Technologies 
 

California State University, Chico, California  
M.A., Instructional Technology  
B.A., Broadcasting; English/Photography/Graphics minor 
 
Pasadena City College, Pasadena, California 
A.A., Telecommunications – Television Production 
 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL AND RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Mixed-methods research 
 

Multi-media production 
 
Rapport-building practices of online instructors 
 
Technology-based learning environments 

 
Social presence in online environments 

 
 
 

 



PUBLICATIONS  
 
Keahey, H. and Wright, R. (2016). The effects of self-regulated learning strategies in hypermedia based educational  

       environments. Proceedings of the Society for Information Technology &Teacher Education International Conference (pp.  
       2120-2124), Savannah, GA. 

 
Wright, R., D’Alba, A., and Jones, G.  (2016). Building rapport for online instructors. In X. Lin & M. Khoo (Eds.), 

       Proceedings of the iConference 2016: Partnership with Society. doi: 10.9776/16333  
 
D’Alba, A., Jones, G. and Wright, R. (2015). Comparative analysis of visitor’s experiences and knowledge acquisition 
between a three-dimensional online and a real-world art museum tour. Journal of Educational Multimedia and 
Hypermedia, 24(1), 5-22. 
 
Wright, R,. Jones, G., and D’Alba, A. (2015). Online students’ attitudes towards rapport-building traits and practices. 
International Journal of Innovation and Learning, 17(1), 36-58. 
 
Wright, R. (Ed.). (2014). Student-Teacher Interaction in Online Learning Environments. Hershey, PA: IGI Global. 
 
Wright, R,. Jones, G., and D’Alba, A. (2013). Person over pedagogy: Rapport-building traits of online  instructors. In T.     

       Bastiaens & G. Marks (Eds.), Proceedings of the E-Learn 2013-World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate,  
       Government, Healthcare, and Higher Education (pp. 1603-1612), Las Vegas, NV. Selected as one of eight     
       Outstanding Papers of the conference. 
 

Wright, R. (2012). Students’ attitudes towards rapport-building traits and practices in online learning environments. 
(Doctoral dissertation). University of North Texas, Denton, TX. 
 
Wright, R. (2010). When twentieth century minds design for twenty-first century distance learning. In Holim Song (Ed.) 
Distance Learning Technology, Current Instruction, and the Future of Education: Applications of Today, Practices of 
Tomorrow. Hershey, PA: IGI Global. 

 
Wright, R. (2009). Philosophies, strategies, and practices for effective technology-based instruction. In I. Gibson, R. 
Weber, K. McFerrin, R. Carlsen & D. A. Willis (Eds.), Proceedings of the 2009 Society for Information Technology and 
Teacher Education International Conference (pp. 2202-2207), Charleston, SC. 

 
Wright, R. and Blackwell, D.  (2009). Cognitive processing within narrative-centered learning environments. In I. Gibson, 
R. Weber, K. McFerrin, R. Carlsen & D. A. Willis (Eds.), Proceedings of the 2009 Society for Information Technology and 
Teacher Education International Conference (pp. 1598-1602), Charleston, SC. 
 
Wright, R. (2008). Can 20th century minds design interactive multimedia for 21st century learning?  In K. McFerrin, R. 
Weber, R. Carlsen & D. A. Willis (Eds.), Proceedings of the 2008 Society for Information Technology and Teacher 
Education International Conference (pp. 1853-1859), Charleston, SC. 
 

 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Wright, R., D’Alba, A., and Jones, G.  (2016, March). Building rapport for online instructors. Peer-reviewed poster  
        presented at iConference 2016, Philadelphia, PA. 

 
Wright, R,. Jones, G., and D’Alba, A. (2013, October). Person over pedagogy: Rapport-building traits of online  

       instructors. Peer-reviewed paper presented at E-Learn 2013-World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, 
Healthcare, and Higher Education, Las Vegas, NV. Selected as one of eight Outstanding Papers of the conference. 
 
Wright, R,. Jones, G., and D’Alba, A. (2013, June). Student preferences for rapport-building traits of online instructors. 
Peer-reviewed paper presented at the 2013 University of North Texas, College of Information Research Exchange, San 
Antonio, TX. 
 
Wright, R. (2009, March). Philosophies, strategies, and practices for effective technology-based instruction. Peer-reviewed 
paper presented at the 2009 Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education International Conference, 
Charleston, SC. 

 



Wright, R. and Blackwell, D.  (2009, March). Cognitive processing within narrative-centered learning environments. Peer-
reviewed paper presented at the 2009 Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education International Conference, 
Charleston, SC. 

 
Wright, R. (2008, April). Enhancing the adoption of technology within UNTHSC academic programs. Paper presented at 
the Council of Deans, University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth, Fort Worth, TX. 

  
Wright, R. (2008, March). Can 20th century minds design interactive multimedia for 21st century learning?  Peer-reviewed 
paper presented at the 2008 Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education International Conference, Las 
Vegas, NV. 

 
Wright, R. (2007, August). Engaging your audience with interactive PowerPoint. Peer-reviewed presentation at the 2007 
Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching International Conference, New Orleans, LA.  

 
Wright, R. (2007, May).The development of relational resource materials for advanced study of the gastrointestinal system. 
Doctoral practicum presentation. University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth, Fort Worth, TX. 

 
Wright, R. and Lane, R. (2007, March). Add interactivity to your distance learning presentations with Super PowerPoint. 
Presentation at 2007 Texas Distance Learning Association Conference, Galveston, TX. 

 
Wright, R. (2007, January). Interactive PowerPoint for collaboration and engagement. Poster session presented at the 2007 
Educause Learning Initiative Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA  
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & MEMBERSHIPS 

 
Manuscript Reviewer, Exploration of qualitative success factors of innovative e-business startups: Blue Ocean Strategy 
versus Dynamic Capabilities, International Journal of Business Excellence, March—May, 2016. 
 
Session Chair, Interactive Learning, iConference 2016, March 2016, Philadelphia, PA. 
 
Organizer, Association of Biomedical Communications Directors Mini-Conference, March 2013, Fort Worth, TX. 
 
President of the Association of Biomedical Communications Directors, June 2011–June 2012 and June 2008–—June 2009. 
 
Member, Site Selection Committee for the 2012 BioCommunications Annual Conference, June 2012, Bar Harbor, ME.  
 
Member, Steering Committee for the 2011 Health and Science Communications Annual Conference, June 2011, Phoenix, 
AZ. 
 
Manuscript Referee, Experience beyond knowledge: A pragmatism in e-learning systems design with learning experience. 
Computers and Education, June–July, 2011. 
 
Member, Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, December 2010–Present. 
 
Member, Coordinating Committee, 2010 Association of Biomedical Communications Directors/BioCommunications 
Association/Health & Science Communications Association Joint Conference, June 2010, Boston, MA. 
 
Manuscript Referee, Applying web usage mining for personalizing hyperlinks in web-based adaptive educational systems, 
Computers and Education, February–March, 2009. 
 
Management Track Chair for the 2009 Health and Science Communications Annual Conference, June, 2009, St. Louis, 
MO. 
 
Technology Chair for the 2008 Texas Distance Learning Association Annual Conference, March, 2008, Galveston, TX. 
 
Technology Staff Member, Texas Distance Learning Association Annual Conference, March 2007, Galveston, TX 
 
Presentation Sessions Moderator, EDUCAUSE Southwest Regional Conference, February 2007, San Antonio, TX. 
 



Member, Health and Science Communications Association, June 2006–August 2013 
 
Member, Association of Biomedical Communications Directors, June 2006–August 2013 
 
Presentation Sessions Moderator, Texas Distance Learning Association Annual Conference, March, 2006, Galveston, TX. 

 
Participating Representative, EDUCAUSE, March 2006–Present. 

 
Member, Multimedia Educational Resource For Learning and Online Teaching, February 2006–Present. 

 
 
 

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE 
 
Member, College of Information Communications Task Force, September 2015 – Present 
 
Administrator, UNT Distributed PhD Learning Technologies Facebook Group, August 2015 – Present.  
 
Member, LT PhD Summer Meeting Site Selection Sub-Committee, December 2014 – June 2015 
 
Member, LT Lecturer Promotion Guidelines Sub-Committee, September – November, 2014 
 
Faculty Chair, College of Information Research Exchange Conference, March 2014 – February 2016 
 
Member, University of North Texas Health Science Center Research Appreciation Day Steering Committee, October 2008–
April 2013. 
 
Administrative Policy Reviewer, University of North Texas Health Science Center, September 2010–July 2011. 
 
Content Management Development Project Leader, University of North Texas Health Science Center, September 2010–
June 2011. 
 
Member, Peer Review Performance Assessment Team, University of North Texas Health Science Center, November 2009–
May 2010. 
 
Member, Quality Enhancement Plan Instructional Designer Search Committee, University of North Texas Health Science 
Center, September 2009–April 2010. 
 
Member, University of North Texas Health Science Center Communications Committee, March 2009–November 2010. 
 
Member, SACS Peer Review Performance Assessment Team, University of North Texas Health Science Center; co-
authored the original Quality Enhancement Plan proposal, August 2008–June 2010.  
 
Member, Vice-President of Academic Information Resources & Technology Search Committee, University of North Texas 
Health Science Center, March–November, 2008. 
 
Member, Information Technology Operational Assessment Team, University of North Texas Health Science Center, 
January–August 2008. 
 
Member, Employee Performance Evaluation Process Improvement Committee, University of North Texas Health Science 
Center, January–May 2008. 
 
UNT CECSPHD Yahoo Group Moderator, June 2007–October 2013 
 
Member, UNTHSC President’s Thinking Council for Administration, University of North Texas Health Science Center, 
March 2007–March 2008. 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 



Mountain Man Planning Committee Chairman, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, May – July, 2016.   
   

       Eagle Scout Boards of Review, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, May 2016; chaired one  
       board, sat as member of another. 

 
Prayer Room Staff Member, River Oaks United Methodist Church, River Oaks, TX, March 2016 – Present. 
 
Member, United Methodist Men, River Oaks United Methodist Church, River Oaks, TX, February 2016 – Present. 
President-Elect, August – December, 2016. Will assume office January, 2017. 
 
Mountain Man Planning Committee Member, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, May – November, 2015 
     
Assistant Wolf Den Leader, Pack 109, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn, Council, 2014 – 2015 
 

       Instructor, Brazos Valley District Adult Leader Training, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, September 25, 2014 
 
Instructor, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, College of Commissioner Science, August 2013. 
 
Assistant District Commissioner, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, January 2013–
Present.  

 
Assistant Course Director for Outdoor Programs, Brazos Valley District Adult Leader Training, Longhorn Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, November 2–4, 2012. 
 
Unit Commissioner, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, April 2012–January 2013. 

 
Volunteer, Harmony Fellowship of Fort Worth, TX, June 2011 – April 2014 

 
Camporee Chairman, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, 2009–2012. 
 
Mountain Man Chairman, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, April–October 2009. 
 
Activities Chairman, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, April 2008–April 2012 
 
Brazos Valley District Yahoo Groups Owner, January 2010–December 2013; Moderator, June 2006–September 2009. 
 
District Commissioner, Brazos Valley District, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, May 2006–April 2008. 

 
AnimeFest Theater Manager, September 2004–September 2010. 

 
Dean, Brazos Valley District Merit Badge College, Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, January 2000 – January 
2005. 

                     
 

REFERENCES 
 

Renee Drabier, PhD, MBA 
Former Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Development 
UNT Health Science Center 
Email: rdrabier@gmail.com 

 
Warren Anderson, EdD 
(Former Dean, School of Health Professions, UNT Health Science Center) 
9620 Lacey Lane 
Fort Worth, TX 76244-6013 
Phone: 817-337-5841 
Email: Wanderso21@yahoo.com 
 
Vanneise Collins, PhD 
Director, Center for Learning and Development 
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